TO'THE RELIGIOUS PUBLIC. 
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— kee the year 100, been humbly. and earnestly con- 


as in many other places distant from our 
and discordant — — injurious | 
have been unhappily ind „ r 5 
's With a fickle. — — — | 
deemed erroneous, it appears a duty we owe to 
wc, i behalf of the all-important cause in which we are 
lic exhibit of the following well authenticated documents, 
in the hands of the- from, and since, the date of our com- 
nt to the present day; which, taken in connexion with our other public 
of faith and duty, both from pulpit and press, we are persuaded, must 
— | exonerate both the reformers and the reformation from the above unfounded 
imputations ; and also evince to every candid essor of Christianity, that the re- 
ſormation, for which we humbly plead, is y of all acceptation—unexception- 
2 R the very and immediate duty of all concerned for the glory 
of his salvation, and the conversion of the world. Im- 
pr ih — , (the — — the rigorous 3 of upwards 
tw ears, * time wing specifications and assum 
— — reformation has been predicated, and in a strict — 
ating conformity: to which it has hitherto proceeded, have. been subjested to th 
strictest scrutiny of objecting of — deseription, without even the alle 
detection of a'mngle error; which, however, is not the alone ground of or 
dence, which is more especially founded upon the materials of which the 
cations and ure composed, namely; express scripture testi 
— facts, and universally acknowledged principles, which, we are x 
no rational profoaeer of any woot ever did, or can pretend, to call in q 


7 — held on Buffalos, Washington county, Pennsylvania, Ar at 17, 
A. D. 1809, consisting of persons of different we 9 denominations, it u ung 


nimously agreed, upon the considerations, and for the purposes hereinafter dWglared,” 
to form themselves into a religious association, — dated The Christian Adels 
tion of Washington; which they accordingly dig, and appointed twenty. ontg 9 
their number to meet and confer 2 + with the assistance of Mr. Thong 
Campbell, minister of the Gospel, to determine upon the proper means to 

into effect the important object I their association; the result of which — 
was the following —— and Address, drawn up by the aforesaid, agreed u 
— to be printed at the expense, and for the benefit of the society, I | 


676 


2 


DECLARATION. OP” CHRISTIAN RIGHTS. © 


From the series of events which have taken place in the churches for many 
as 


past, especially in this western country, as well as from what we know in genera 
of the present state of things in the christian world, we are persuaded that it is 
high time for us not only to think, but also to act ſor ourselves; to see with our own & 
© eyes, and to take all our measures directly and immediately from the divi 1 
to this alone we feel ourselves divinely bound to be conformed; as by this ©.” 
we must be judged. We are also persuaded, that as no man can * his 
brother, 80 no man can judge for his brother: but that every man must wed , 
to judge for himself, as every man must bear his own judgment, must 7 ve account .,. 
of himself to God. We are also of opinion, that as the divine word is equally .& ' 
binding upon all, so all lie under an equal obligation to be bound by it, and it 3 
and not by any human int tion of it: and, that thereſore no man! : 
to judge his brother, except in so far as he manifestly violates the exp 
the law. That every such judgment is an express violation of the 8 
; — ck Leg his — and a gross intrusion upon the 1 2 
F — of * We are 5 f opin 1 — re of . 
things; that we should keep at the utmost m every thing of this nature; 7 
| — knowing the judgment of God against them that commit such things, we * 
should neither do the same ourselves, nor have pleasure in them that do em. 
Moreover, being well aware, from sad experience, of the heinous natur IE 7 83 
nicious tendency of religious controversy among Christians; tired — 5 7 
bitter jarrings and janglings of a party spirit, we would desire to be at rest; and, * 
were it possible, we would also desire to adopt and recommend such measures, as 1 
would give rest to our brethren throughout all the churches ;—as restore | 
unity, peace, and purity, to the whole church of God. This desirable rest, h | 
ever, we utterly despair either to find for ourselves, or to be able to recommend CY i * 
our brethren, by continuing amidst the diversity and rancour of party contentions; — — 1 
the veering uncertainty and elashings of human opinions: nor, indeed, can we 8 
reasonably expect to find it any where, but in Christ and his simple word; which 3 
is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. Our desire, therefore, for ourselves 1 
and our brethren would be, that rejecting human opinions and the inventions of : 
t ' 


men, as of any authority, or as having any place in the church of God, we 
forever cease from farther contentions about such things; returning to, and h | 
fast by, the original standard; taking the divine word alone for our rule—the Holy . 
Spirit for our teacher and guide, 10 lead us into all truth and Christ alone as ex- 

zibited in the word for our s8alvation;—that,'by 1 ˖ £ we may be at peace among 

Dwxse!ves, follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see 

the Hord. . Impressed with these sentiments, we haye resolved as follows: 


(8 70 the first and fifth resolutions, us giving a distinct and full exhibition of | 


the charketer and objec! of the aociety, and consequently of the reformation thence . | 
I. Thet we form ourselves into a religious association under the denomination of 2 | 


s Chiastian Association of Washington—for the sole purpose of promoting simple 
evangelical christianity, free from all nnn of human opinions and inventions of 
V. Phat this society, formed for the sole purpose of promoting simple evangeli- 
cal Christianity, shall, to the utmost of its power, countenance and support such 
mizlisters, and such only, as exhübit a manifest OY to the original standard 
in conversation and doctrine, in zeal and diligence;z—only such as reduce to prac- 
tice that simple original form of Christianity, express ——— upon the sacred 
page; witkout . to inculcate any thing of human authority, of private 

opinion, or inventions of men, as having any place in the constitution, faith, or N 
worship, of the christian church or any thing, as matter of christian faith or duty, 


for which there cannot be expressly produced a thus saith the Lord, either in ex 


press terms, or by approved precedent. = | 
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> ' To all that ſove our Lord Jesus Christ, in sincerity, throughout all the | 
____ Churches, the following Address is most respectfully. submitted. 
b Here follow such extracts out of Suid address, as are thought necessary and 
preposed reformation, and also of principles upon which it is predicated.) - 
* | Drau v BxLovID BRETHREN, 


Tahhat it is the grand design, and native tendeney of our holy religion, 
a8 | to reconcile and unite men to God, and to each other in truth and love, to the glo- 
"rs oC ry of God, and their own present and eternal good, will not, we presume, be de- 
nied, by any of the genuine subjects of Christianity. The nativity of its Divine 
3 Author was announced from heaven, by an host of angels, with high acclamations 
N 2 of to God in the hi and, on earth, peace and good will men.“ 
3 The whole tenor of that divine book which contains its institutes, in all its grac 
ous dec precepts, ordinanees, and holy examples, most expressly and pow- 
erfully inculcates this. In so far, then, as this holy unity and unanimity in faith 
and love is attained, just in the same degree, is the glory of God, and the happi- 
ness of men, promoted and secured. Impressed with those sentiments, and at the 

same time grievously with those sad divisions, which have so a in- 
terfered with the benign and gracious intention of our holy religion, by exciting 
its professed subjects to bite and devour one another, we cannot sup ourselves 


* 
4 
N > lo, in withholding our sincere, humble and earnest endeavours to heal and 
| ve them. . 
| J * we , of competency, viewing the greatness of the object, and the 
| 4" manifold difficulties which he in the way of 1ts accomplishment, we would readily 
19 . exclaim, with the apostle, who is sufficient for these things — But, upon recollect- - 
1 ing ourselves, neither would be be discouraged; persuaded with him that, as th, 
work in which we are engaged, so like wise our sufficiency, is of God. But after 
. all, both the mighty and the many are with us. The Lord himself, and all that are 
truly his people, are declardely on our side. The prayers of all the charches, nay, 
: the pI of Christ himself, John 17, 20, 23, and of all that have ascended to his 
i ——ůͤ — are with us. The blessing out of Zion is pronounced upon our 
undertaking. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, they shall prosper that love thee.” | 
With such encouragements as these, what should deter us from the heavenly en 
terprize, or render hopeless the attempt of accomplishing, in due time, an ex 
union of all christians in faith and practice, according to the word of ,& 
1 Not that we Judge ourselves competent to effect such a thing; we utterly dil 
; the thought; but we judge it our bounden duty to make the attempt, by Mmng 4 
* due means in our power to promote it; and also, that we have sufficien 
rest assured that our humble and well- meant endeavours, shall not be in 
The cause that we advocate is not our own peculiar, nor the cause of ar ; X rty 
considered as such; it is a common cause, the cause of Christ and our Srethre 
of all denominations. All that we presume, then, is to do, what we hum e 
ceive to be out duty, in connexion with our brethren; to each of whom it e al 
belongs, as to us, to exert themselves for this blessed purpose. And as we haven 
just reason to doubt the concurrence of our brethren, to accomplish an object 
desirable in itself, and fraught with such happy consequences; so neither can 
look forward to that happy event, which will forever put an end to our hapless 
visions, and restore to the church its primitive unity, purity and prosperity, but 1 
: the pleasing prospect of their hearty and dutiful concurrence. .- 7 
Dearly beloved brethren, why should we deem it a thing incredible; that the” 
i | church of Christ, in this highly favoured country, should resume that original uni- 
F ty, peace, and purity, which belongs to its constitution, and constitutes Us glory 7 
Or, is there any thing that can be justly deemed necessary for this desi UP» | 
pose, but to conform to the model, and adopt the practice of the primitive chureh, 
expressly exhih d in the New Testament? Whatever alterations this might pro- 
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duce in any or all of the churches, should, we think, neither be deemed inadmissible 
nor ineligible. Surely, such alteration would he every way for the better, and not 
for the worse; unless we should suppose the divinely inspired rule to be faulty, or 
” defective. Were we, then, in our church constitution and — — to ex- 

hibit a complete conformity to the apostolick church, would we not be, in that res- 
© pect, as perfect as Christ intended we should be? And should not this suffice us? 
It is, to us a pleasing consideration, that all the churches of Christ, which mutu- 
ally acknowledge each other as such, are not only agreed in the great dootrines of 
faith and holiness, but are also materially agreed, as to the positive ordinances of 
Gospel institution; so that our differences, at most, are about the things in which 
the kingdom of God does not consist, that is, about matters of private opinion, or 
human invention. What a pity, that the kingdom of God sh be divided about 


such things! Who, then, would not be the first us, to give up with hu- 
man inventions in the worship of God; and to cease — 1 s private 
opinions upon his brethren ; that our breaches might tus be ? Who would 


+ not willingly conform to the original laid down in the New Testament, for 
this purpose? Our dear brethren, of — * — to con- 


ider, that we have our educational prejudices, a icular customs to struggle 
wich as well as they. But this we do si declare, that there is nothing we 


have hitherto received as matter of faith or ice, which is not expressly taught 
and enjoined in the word of God, either in express terms, or approved nt, 
that we would not heartily relinquish, that so we might return to the inal con- 

stitutional unity of the christian church; and, in this happy unity, enjoy full com- 
munion with all our brethren, in and charity. The like dutiful condescen- 
sion, we candidly expect of all, that are seriously i with a sense of the 
duty they owe to God, to each other, and to their perishing fellow-brethren of man- 
kind. To this we call, we invite our brethren of all denominations, by all the 


dressing them. | 1 
Lou are all, dear brethren, equally included as the objects of our love and es- 
- teem. With you all we desire to unite in the bonds of an entire christian unity 
| Christ alone being the head, the centre, his word the rule—an explicit of, 
and manifest conformity to it in all things—the terms. More than this you will not 
require of us; and less we cannot require of you; nor, indeed, can we reasonably 
sup any would desire it; for what Sea purpose would it serve? We dare 
neither assume nor propose the trite indefinite distinction between essentials and 
non- essentials, in matters of revealed truth and duty; firmly persuaded, that, what- 
ever may be their comparative importance, simply considered, the high obligation 
of the Divine Authority revealing or enjoining them, renders the belief or per- 
Drmance of them, abundantly essential to us, in as far as we know them. And to 
_ of any thing God has revealed, can neither be our duty, nor our privi- 
s humbly presume then, dear brethren, you can have no relevant objec- 
meet us upon this ground. And, wo again beseech „let it be none 
| e invitation but of a few; by your accession we be many; and 
or many, in the first instance, it is all one with respect to the event, 
Met ultimately await the full information and hearty concurrence of all. 
5 whatever is to be done, must begin—sometime somewhere; and no mat- 
ter where, or by whom; if the Lord puts his hand to the work, it must surely 
prosper And has he not been graciously okay upon many si occasions, to 
pass the greatest events from very small beginnings, and even by means 
ost unlikely? Duty then, is ours; but events belong to Godt x * 
re we not all praying for that happy event, when there shall be but one fold, 
"| as there is but one chief Shepherd? hat! shall we pray for a thing, and not 
rive to obtain it !—not use the necessary means to have it accomplished ! ! What 
id the Lord to Moses upon a piece of conduct somewhat similar? Why eriest 
tou unto me? Speak to the children of Israel that they go forward, but lift thou up thy 
Tod, and stretch out thine hand.” Let the ministers of Jesus but embrace this ex- 
hortation, put their hand to the work, and encourage the people to go forward upon 
the firm ground of obvious truth, to unite in the bonds of an entire Christia : unity ; 
and who will venture to say, that it would not soon be accomplished ? Cast ye 
up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the 8tumbling block out of the way of my 
: | people, 'saith your God. To you, therefofe, it peculiarly belongs, as the profezsed 
acknowledged leaders of the people, to go before them in this good work—to 
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* — the inventions of men out of the way, by earefully 
from the pure wheat of primary and authentic ion; 
assumed authority, that enacting and d@creeing power, by which 
and established. To the i 

i ety. Ministers of Jesus, ye can neither be i of, 
the divisions and corruptions of his church. His dyi | 4 


; , honored - 
and faithful efforts, to heal 
in unity and 
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petuated till the Day of Judgment, would they | 
of his ways, or save a soul from death? Have they any tendency to hide the mul- 
titude of sins, that are so dishonorable to God, and hurtful to his le? Do they 
not rather irritate and produce them? How innumerable and highly aggrayated 

are the sins they have produced, and are at this day producing, both ORE Jeſs 
fe: and p . e entreat, we beseech you then, dear brethren, by all those 
eonsiderations, to concur in this blessed and dutiful attempt. What is the work of 
all, must be done by all. Such was the work of the tabernacle in the wilder- 
ness. uch is the work to which you are called—not by the authority of man 
but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dend. By 

this authority are you called to raise up the tabernacle of David, that is fallen 
down amongst us; and to set it up upon its own base. This you cannot do, 
while you run every man to his own house, and consult only the interests of his 
own Till you associate, consult and advise together; and in a friendly 
and christian manner explore the subject, nothing can be done. We would, there- 
fore, with all due deference and submission, call the attention of our brethren to 
the obvious and important duty of co-operation. Unite with as in the common 
eause af simple evangelical Christiapity—In this glorious cause we are to 
unite Wh you— United we shall prevail. It is cause of Christ, and of g 
brethren thro t all the churches, of Catholic unity, peace and purit) 
that must prosper in spite of all opposition. t us unite to prg 
Come forward then, dear brethren, and help with us. Do not suffer ye 
be lulled asleep by that syren song of the slothful and reluctant profe 
time is not yet come—the time is not come, saith he—the time that 
house should be built.” Believe him not.“ Is it time for us to sit still 
ruptions and divisions, when the Lord, by his word and providence, is 
and expressly calling us to repentance and reformation? Awake, a 

on thy strength, O Zion, put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the! 
for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumeised anc 
clean. Shake thyself from the dust, O Jerusalem; arise, loose thyself fro 
bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion“ Resume that precious that 

bought liberty where with Christ has made his people free; a liberty from sul 
tion to any authority but his own, in matters of religion. Call no man father, 
man master upon earth; for one is your master, even Christ, and all ye are brett 

Stand fast, therefore, in this precious liberty, and be not entangled again with t 
yoke of bondage. For the vindication of this precious liberty have we declap 
ourselves hearty and willing advocates. For this benign and dutiful purpose hay 

we associated, that by so doing, we might contribute the mite of our humble a- 
vours to promote it, and thus invite our brethren to do the same. As the first frui 

of our e for this blessed purpose, we respectfully present to their consic 8 
the following propositions—relying upon their charity and candour, that they U 
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neither despise nor misconstrue our humble and adventurous attempt. If they 
+ ehould in any measure serve, as a preliminary, to open up the way to a permanent 
- geriptural unity amongst the friends and lovers of truth and peace throughout the 
churches, we shall greatly rejoice at it. We by no means pretend to dictate : and 
could we propose any thing more evident, consistent and adequate, it should be at 
their service. Their pious and dutiful attention to an object of such magnitude, 
will induce them to communicate to us their emendations; and thus what is sown 
in 8 aiged - Lag In a i pets Aras) — essed 
importance, our christi rethren, n istingui 
, es, will not, cannot withhold their helping hand. We are as heartily willing, 
to be their debtors, as they are indispensably bound to be our benefactors. Come, 
then, dear brethren, we most humbly beseech you, cause your light to shine upon 
our weak beginnings, that we may see to work by it. Evince your zeal for the 
glory of Christ, and the spiritual welfare of your fellow-christians, by your hearty 
and zealous co-operation to promote the unity, purity ng Ir of his church. 
Let none imagine that the subjoined 32 are intended as an over- 
ture towards a new creed, or standard, for the church; or, as in any wise nh, ee 
to be made a term of communion ; ing can be farther from our intention, 'They 
are merely designed for opening up the way, we may come fairly and firmly 
to original, ground upon clear and certain pr : and take up things just as the 
4 — left them. That thus disentangled from the accruing embarrassments of 
" intervening ages, we may stand with evidence upon the same ground on which the 
church at the beginning. Having said so much to solicit attention and pre- 
vent mistake, we submit as follows: | e b 
SC Prop. 1. That the church of Christ upon earth is essentially, intentionally, and 
| eonstitutionally one; consisting of all those, in every place, that profess their faith 
in Christ, and obedience to him in all things according to the scriptures, and that 
manifest the same by their tempers and conduct, and of none else, as none else 
ean be truly and properly called Christians. 1 
2. That although the church of Christ upon earth must necessarily exist in par- 
ticular and distinct societies, locally geparate one from another; yet there ought to 
be no schisgns, — no uncharitable divisions among them. They ought to receive each 
other as Christ Jesus has also received them to the glory of God. And, for this 
purpose, they ought all to walk by the same rule, to mind and speak the same 
thing; and to be perfectly united in the same mind, and in the same judgment. 
3. That in order to this, nothing ought to be inculcated upon christians as arti- 
cles of faith; nor required of them as terms of communion ; but what is express 
taught, and enjoined upon them in the word "on Nor angpt any thing be ho 4 


- mitted, as of divine obligation in their church gonstitution and managements, but 
That is expressly enjoined by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ and his apostles 
an the New estament church; either in express terms, or by approved precedent. 
hat although the scriptures of the Old and New Testament are in bly 
connected, making together but one perfect and entire revelation of the Divine 
e edification and salvation of the church; and, therefore, in that respect 
separated; yet as to what directly and properly belongs to their imme- 
„the New Testament is as perfect a constitution for the worship, disci- 
pline, an 1 of the New Testament church, and as perfect a rule ſor the 
partieul duties of its members, as the Old Testament was for the worship, disci- 
line, amd government of the Old Testament church, and the particular duties of 
ts ders. | | 
7. Hat although doctrinal exhibitions of the great system of divine truth, and 
defensive testimonies in opposition to prevailing errors, be highly expedient ; and 
ng more füll and explicit they be for those purposes, the better; yet, as these must 
in a great measure the effect of human reasoning, and, of course, must contain 
ay inferential truths, they ought not to be made terms of Christian communion : 
ess we guppose, what is contrary to fact, that none have a right to the commu- 
on of the church, but such as possess a very elear and decisive judgment; or aryl 
Some to a very high degree of doctrinal information; whereas the church from 
deginning did, and ever will consist of little children, and young men, as well as 
TAUNECTrS. g \ 4 | K 
8. That as it is not necessary that persons should have a particular knowledge, 
or distinct apprehension of all divinely revealed truth, in order to entitle them to a 
place in the church; neither should they, for this purpose, be required to make a 
1 | 7 
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God; and, (in others,) an assumed authority for making the approbation of human 
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—— more extensive than their knowledge: but that, on the contrary, their 
ving a due measure of scriptural self- knowledge, respecting their lost and perish- 
ng condition-by nature and practice, and of the way of salvation through Jesus 
Christ, accompanied with a profession of their faith in, and obedience to him in all 
thi wn 2 , is all that is absolutely necessary to qualify them for 
church. | | 


ings accord 
admission into 
9. That all that are enabled, through grace, to make such a profession, and to 
manifest the reality of it in their tergpers and conduet, should consider each other 
as the precious saints of God, eu Jeg each other as brethren, children of the 
same faraily and father, temples of the same _— members of the same body, 
subjects of the same grace, objects of the same divine love, bought with the same 
price, and joint heirs of the same inheritance, Whom God hath thus joined toge- 
ther no man should dare to put asunder. | "Ha 
10. That division among christians is a horrid evil, fraught with many evils. Tt 
is anti-christian, as it destroys the visible unity of the body of Christ, as if he were 
divided against himself, excluding and excommunicating a part of himself. Tt is 
anti- scriptural, as being strictly prohibited by his sovereign authority —a direct vio- 
lation of his express command. It is anti- natural, as it excites christians to con- 
temn, to hate- and oppose one another, who are bound by the highest and most en- 
dearing obligations to love each other as brethren, even as Christ has loved them. 
In a word, it is productive of confusion, and of. every evil work. - 
11. That, (in some instances,) a partial neglect of the expressly revealed will of 


opinions, and human inventions, a term of communion, by introducing them into 
the constitution, faith, or worship of the church; are, and have been, the imme» 
diate, obvious, and universally acknowledged causes of all the corruptions and di- 
visions, that ever have taken place in the church of God. 

"12. That all that is necessary to the highest state of perfection and purity of the 
church upon earth is; first, that none be received as members, bat such as hayi 
that due measure of scriptural self-knowledge described above, do profess their fai 
in Christ and obedience to him in all things according to the seriptures; nor Adly, 
that any be retained in her communion longer than they continue to manifest the 
reality of their profession oy their tempers and conduct; 3dly, that her ministers, - 
duly and scripturally qualified, inculcate none other things than those very articles 
of faith and holiness expressly revealed and enjoined in the word of God: x 
that in all their administrations they keep close by the observance of all divine or- 
dinances, after the example of the primitive church, exhibited in-the New Testa- 
ment; without any additions, whatsoever, of human opinions or inventions of men. 

From the nature and congtruction of these open it will evidently appear 
that they are laid in a designed subserviency to the declared end of our asgociatior 
and are exhibited for the express purpose of performing a duty of previous neg 
gity—a duty loudly called for in existing circumstances at the hand of everyone, 
that would desire to promote the interests of Zion—a duty not only enjoiled, as 
has been already observed from Is. lvii. 14, but which is also there predic 
faithful remnant, as a thing in which they would voluntarily engage. 
putteth his trust in me shall possess the land, and shall inherit my holy m 
and shall say, cast ye up, ye up; prepare the way; take up the st 
block out of the way of my people.” To prepare the way then for a permanent ze 
tural unity amongst Christians, by calling ap to their consideration fundame 
truths," directing their attention to first principles, clearing the way before than 
removing the stumbling blocks—the rubbish of ages which has been thrown dn 
it, and fencing it on each side, that in advancing towards the desired object, ti 
may not miss the way through mistake or inadvertency, by turning aside to thi 
right hand or to the left—is, at least, the sincere intention of the above proposi 
tions. It remains with our brethren, now to say, how far they go towards answe 
ing this intention. Do they exhibit truths demonstrably evident in the light 0 
scripture and right reason; so that to deny any part of them the contrary assertion 
would be manifestly absurd and inadmissible? Considered as a prelimi for the 
above purpose, are they adequate; so that if acted upon, they would inf lead 
to the desired issue? If evidently defective in either of these respects, let them 
be corrected and amended, till they become sufficiently evident, adequate and un- 
exceptionable. In the mean time let them be examined with rigor, with all the 
rigor that justice, candour and charity will admit. If we have mistaken the way, 
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led to suggest obvious and* undeniable truths, | which if adopted and acted upon, 

would in A lead to the desired unity, and tzecure it when obtained; we hope it 

will be no objection, that they have not proceeded from a general council. It is 

not the voice of the multitude, but the yoice of truth, that has power with the con- 

science that can produce rational conviction and acceptable obedience. A con- 

science that awaits the decision of the multitude— that hangs in suspense for the 

casting vote of the majority, is a fit subject for the man of sin. This we are per- 

guaded is the uniform sentiment of real christlans of every denomination. Would 0 

to God that all professors were such—then should our eyes soon behold the pros- 9 

| ity of Zion; we should soon see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, Union in truth AY 
bas been, and ever must be, the desire and prayer of all such Union in Truth is & 

our motto. The Divine Word is our Standard; in the Lord's name do we display 

our banners. Our eyes are upon the promises; So shall they fear the name of | 

' 


8 
we shall be glad to be set right; but if, in th > mean. time, we have been happily « [ 
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the Lord from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun.“ When the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard 
against him.” Our humble desire is to be his standard bearers—to fight under his 
banner, and with his weapons, ®which are not carnal; but mighty through God to 
the pulling dawn of strong holds; even all the strong holds of division, those 
partition walls of separation; which, like the walls of Jericho, have been built up, 
as it were, to the very heavens, to separate God's people—to divide kis flock—and 
- 80 to prevent them from entering into their promised rest, at least in as far as re- 
ts this world. An enemy has done this, but he shall not finally prevail; for 
e meek thall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of 
| peace.” And the kingdom and dominion, even the greatness of the kingdom un- 
der the whole heaven, shall be given to the le of the saints of the Most High, 
and they shall possess it forever.“ But this cannot be in their present broken and 
- divided state; for a kingdom, or an house, divided against itself cannot stand, 
but comes to desolation.” Now this has been the case with the church for a long ! 
| time. However, the Lord will not cast off his people, neither will he forsake | 
his 3 but judgment shall return unto righteousness, and all the upri cht in 7 
| — follow it.“ To all such, and such alone, are our expectations directed. | 
Come, then, ye blessed of the Lord, we have your prayers, let-us also have your 
assistance. What! shall we pray for Cine and not strive to obtain it ! 
You lovers of Jesus, and beloved of him, however scattered in this cloudy and 
dark day, you love the truth as it is in Jesus, (if our hearts deceive us not) so do 
F we, Lou desire union in Christ with all hae that love him; so do we. You la- 
ment and* bewail our sad divisions; so do we. You reject the doctzines and com- 
mandments of men, that you may keep the law of Christ; so do we. Lou believe 
ze alone sufficiency of his word; so. do You believe that the word itself 
ht to he our rule, and not any human explication of it; so do we. You believe 
20 man has a right to j 
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as has been ths case, with respect to some of the most/ evident t: 
are 


. tarian systems; 


| and love. 7 
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BY But charity thinketh no pore oil corny sing, 
ough we thus o warn, even N evils, is certainly ch 
of charity as to be confident of the certuinty of Som — 
presumption. n approbation 0 722 as to any - 
we have for. — the sacred cause -christian v | N 
ther thn it eerie 160 and et bly 75 ri 
vestigation ject; solicit of our brethren connry Fa 
into effect what we have thus weakly attempted. It E. our ae in 5 
mean time, that the dexired event, as certain as it will glorious, ad- 
mits of 10 however we may hesitate, or differ, ET —_— of 
1 ©: All we shall venture Cn dota, Joe trust we have taken 
und; at least, if we have not, we of finding it elsewhere 3 4 
in proſession and practice whatever is expressly revealed and 
in the standard, does not, under the promised influence of the divine 
. prove an — basis for promoting and maintaining unity, peace, and 
rity, we ny despair of attaining those invaluable privileges, by adopting 
8 ny: patty aur To advocate the cause of unity while espousing the inte- 
appear ABSURD.Y* Nay, it would be adopting the very me 
by b nie the een church has, for hundreds of years past, been rendi 
An herself into fractions, for Christ's sake, and for the truth's sake; | 
the firat and foundation truth of our Christianity is union with him; and the very 
next to it in order, union with each other in him ;—* that we receive each other, as 
Christ has also received us, to the glory of God.” For this is his commandment - 
that we believe in his son Jesus Christ, and love another, as he gave us command- 
ment. And t keepeth his commandments dwelleth-in him, and he in him 
and hereby we know that he dwelleth in us, by the spirit which he hath given us, 
even the spirit of faith, and of love, and of a sound mind. And surely this 
should suffice us. But how to love, and receive our brother, as we believe and 
hope Christ has received both him and us, and yet refuse to hold communion with 0 
them, is, we eonſess, a mystery too deep for us. If this be the way that Ohrist hath 
received us, then woe is to us. (We do not here ihtend a professed brother trans- 
gressing the express letter of the law, and refusing to be reclaimed. Whatever 
may be our in such a case, we have not sufficient evidence that Christ bath 
received him, or he hath received Christ as his _ er and Lord.) To — 
means, then, ty subversive of the very end propoged—means which 
nee of ages has evinced | only in overthrowing the visible — — 
of Christianity, in 3 le, the declared intention, the ex: 
press command of its Divine thor, ar in no wise a prudent n 
sure . those . maintain unity and puri 
always been the 
tems; and we believe in Any their ee but have 
all answered the end? Co r have not—no 
in the several ies which them much less 
catholic professing body. ity, 
what does the church! proves 5 th, at this ag but a prom e- 
tive - 
* to the end of the world; at least this is conſes 


nts, to 
8 case with many of them! What a sorry substitute these, for Christian — D 5 


For 
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and an proyentiye 


* 
* pd * 
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Our Lord sa wo Math. xviii. 7, woe unto the world because of offences. Scott, 
in his excellent work, lately published in this country, called his Family Bible, ob- 
serves, in his notes upon this place, that dur Lord here intends all these evils 
within the church, which prejudice men's minds against his religion, or any doe- 
trines of it. The scandalous ives, horrible oppressions, cruelties and iniquities of 
men called Christians; their divisions and bloody contentions; their idolatries and 

guperstitions are, at this day, the great offences and causes of stumbling to Jews, 
Mahometans and Pagans, in all the four quarters of the globe; and they furnish 
infidels of every description with their most dangerous weapons against the truth. 
The acrimonious controversies agitated those who agree in the principal 
doctrines of the gospel, and their by contempt and revilings of each other, 
together wit the extravagant notions and wi practices found among mem, 
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inst evangelical religion 
infidels and careless ein- 
on the devil other —.— 75 — 


ao of bj nan nature, it 3 
1 $.wise and ri hteous reasons 

1 ve N vena; and God 16 greatest of evils, to be access 

z and an awful woe is lenounced' aginat 6 every one, whose 

zet them method of 

an extract from the Boston . which, with 

addaced, furnish a | 

| subject of our woe 

Rey. Mr. R 

rincipal chiefs and yoo CO 4 

„State of New York, in the , 

1 affairs, in the summer of 1805 8 

| = our minds, and-to in- 

greeably to will, and to preach to 

if you do not embrace the righ — 5 nien 
if you do not e > tight way wow caniet ppy he Tow 

they is 2 embric we understand that your religion 2 written in a book. Nou 

| is but one way to worship and serve the e 3 


gion, why do you white people differ so much about it? Why 
| n all all read the book? Br we do not understand these 
our religion was given to your forefathers. 


which was given to our fore It 8s us to be tha the 

we receive to love one another, and to be uited. We never "= t reli 
_ We are told you have been preaching to the white people in this place. 
people are our neighbors: are acquainted with them. We will wait a 
little, to,see what effect you preaching has upon them. If we find it does them 

good, makes them honest, 2d to cheat Indians, we will then consider 


again of what you have sai * 7 e 1 Alas! poo ple! 
how do our divisions and cor ruptions stand i way? What a pity — | 
find us not upon original ground, such as left the primitive 4 mac oy * F 


Had we but exhibited to Gut their unity and charity; their humble, honest and af- 
fectionate deportment towards each other, and towards all men, you would not have 

had those evil and shameful things to object to our holy religion, and to prejudice 
our minds against it. But your conversion, it seems, awaits our reformation— © 
we our return to primitive unity and lobe, To this may the God of merey 

lily restore us, both for your sakes and our own; that kis way may be known 
2arth, and his saving health among all Let the — praise thee, 
E * ger” , 


, | | 
io. 
| 4 8 


doemnent published in Cincinnati, May 1829, is hereunto subjoined, 

— . wel the sake of precision, that the public might have a dg ws precise 

8 circumsoriptive view of the reason, principle, means, and object of Tony | 
| - reformation, but more especially, that its undeviating sameness and entire con- 
' | with the proposition and object of the above declaration and addrees of | 

þ | - 1809, be manifestly apparent, to er, refutation of the — 

' | famatory im ent, of a"fickle un 1 8 

formers, 40 manifest i injury of the cause 


TO THE RELIGIOUS. i rymie; 


| b Þ. 4 | | | 
1. Is not the christian communi in «_ccotrian condition, exining in noparate 
communities alienated from each other ? 4 
2. Is not such a condition the native and necessary result of Corruption; that is, 


Et the introduction of human opinions into the constitution, faith, or worship, of 
Cc | 
(35 Is 


societies? 
not such a state of corruption and division 3 anti-rational, anti- 
chintian ? | 
' 4. Is it not the common duty and interest of all en ! 8 of the 4 
2 to put an end to this destrueti vs anti- seriptural condition? 8 by | 


5. Can this be accomplished by continuing to proceed as 
and defending each his favorite system of opinion 
CET w is it to be atte and ee, bot by rltenlay to the 
and platform of christianity, expressly exhibited on the red 
| page — New —— scripture ? | 
Would not a striet and — adherenes to this, tea reaching and touching * 
| — — of the 


——— * de absolutely, and to all intent 
duci ign and bliss ul intentions of 
| 8. re —.— throne intentions terminate Ein lot the faith — 
_ 2 and sanetiſies the beligving and obedient gubject? 
Is not every thing necessa the j sanctification of the be- 
— and obedient, expressly taught and enjoined by the apostles in the execu- 
TY their commission for the conversion and salvation of the nations; and fully * 
recorded in the New Testament? | 
10, If so, what more is necessary, but that we expregaly teach, believe and of 
what we find expressly recorded for these purposes? And would not our 80 « 


happiy terminate our unhappy, scandalous, and destructive divisions ? 
| The two following queries are subjoined for the sake of a clear 
AN, of the leading and com ive terms, v1z : faith and obedience—whi 


hend the whole of the e m religion. 
11. Are not law and ence, testimony and ſaith relative terms, 
ther of the latter can exist without the former? that is, where there is no! 
can be no obedience; where there is no testimony, there can be no faith. 
12. Again, is not testimony necessarily confined to facts, and law to 
80 that without the latter, the 790 er cannot be? that is, where there are nd 0 
there can be no testimony—whers no authority—no law. Wherefore, in é 
case, faith must necessarily consist in the belief of ſacts; and obedience in a 
tical compliance with the expressed will or dictate of authority. N. B. By f — 
is here meant some things said or done. 


8 CONCLUSION. 


Upon the whole, these things being so, it necessarily follows, that ch 
being entirely a divine institution, there can be —— human in it; 
| it has nothin to do with the doctrineg and commandments of men; b. 
' and sole) the belief and obedience of the expressly recorded testime 
will of! Jod, 1 the Holy Seriptures, and enjoined by the authe 
Saviour and his holy apostles pon the christian community. 2 
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ey» REFLECTIONS. | 
5 The affirmative of ench of the above prompt and being, as we presume, evidently 


true, they most certainly demand the prompt and immediate attention of all the 


serious professors of christianity, of every hame. The awful denuneciations and 


. . . providential indications of the divine displeasure against the t anti-christian 
state of christendom, loudly call for reformation ;—the personal and social happiness 
* of all concerned, and the conversion of the unbelieving part of mankind equally 


demand it. Nevertheless, we are not authorized to expect, that any party, as such, 
will be, induced by the above considerations, or by any other that can possibly be 
suggested, spontaneously and heartily to engage in the work of gelf-reformation. 
The sincere and upright in heart, however, ught not to be digcou at the in- 
attention and obstinacy of their brethren ; for had this been the ease in times past, 
no reformation had ever been effected. It becomes, therefore, the immediate duty 
and privilege of all that perceiye,and feel the necessity of the proposed reformation, 
to exert themselves by every scriptural _— to promote it. Seeing the perni- 
eious nature, and anti-scriptural effects of the present corruptions of christianity, 
both upon proſessors, and non - proſessors, in producing alienations amongst the ſor- 
mer, in direct opposition to the law of Christ; — and in casting almost insuperable 
obstac les in the way of the conversion of the latter; the serious and upright, of 
all parties, must fee r bound to endeavor, to the utmost of their power, 
to effect a genuine and radical reformation; which, we presume, can only be ef- 
fected by a sincere conformity to the original exhibition of our holy rligon, the 
divinely authorized rule and standard of f ih and practice. To such, fore, 
we appeal; and for the consideration of alone, we have respectfully submitted 


the above queries. | 
No I beseech you, brethren, by the nail of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 


* 


ye all speak the name thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye 
be erfoetly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.“ Paul, 
1 i. 10. 5 : 


, . 9 8 

„Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said; Tabelle Yray—for them who 
shall believe on me through the word of my apostles : That they all may be one; 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me: that the world may know that thou 
hast sent me; and hast loved them as thou loved me.” John, 17. 

In vain do they worship me teaching fut doctrines the commandments of 
men. —Chhrist. | 
„From the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and 
aave wah * Return to me, and I will return to you, saith the Lord of 

Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 
> not of her plagues.“ — Rev. Il. 4. * 1 | 5 
testifieth these things saith, surely I come quickly; Amen. Even 80 
* 


ord Jesus. [3 
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al Harbinger of 1831, W. 12, pp. 567-8. 2. Calvins Institutes, 
2:48 B. 4, ch. 10. 3. Dr. Worcester's Letters to Christians. 

pe last year has been a very interesting one in the history of this reformation. 
The great principles, called the first principles of christianity, and the great items in 
this reformation have been canvassed with —— and interest than 


£ 
E CLOSE THESE DOCUMENTS 25 THE OWING EXTRACTS :! 


ever before. A greater variety of talent h n displayed in the opposition, and 
the strength of the opponents of reform has been more fully developed. 
; — is no sect in christendom that has less cause to oppose us than the 
rular Baptists. | | " 
hey say Christ's kingdom is not of this world; and so say we. They say that 
nersion is an ordinance of Jesus Christ; and so say we. They say it is a seal 
to a believing ag jo of all the blessings of the New Institution; ad 80 say We. 
” Th say that the Lord's day and the Lord's supper should be d 
> the New Testament, because ordi of it; and 80.gay we. They say that 
ich, repentance, immersion, and the Holy Spirit, are all to constitute'a 
-ehristian.; and so au we. They say that men must be born again beſore they can 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; that Whey / holiness no man shall zee the 
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Lord, and that unless the heart is changed to hate ein and love holiness, 


word of God, and exercise an unbounded license of e 


x 


13 


no man is 
to be regarded as a christian; and 80 say we. They say that the blood of Jesus 
Christ hos cleanses men from sin, and that no man can come to the Father but 
by Jesus Christ; and so we preach. And what is the controversy about? Because 
of not living according to, and carrying out these principles, and because, in nume- _* 
rous instances, they have made them of -non-effect by their traditions, „ 


* % 


« This power is now to be examined, whether the church has authority tio 
make laws which shall bind the eonsciences of men 
„They must acknowledge Christ their Deliverer, as their only King, and must be 
governed by one law of liberty, even the sacred word of the gospel, if they wish to 
retain the grade which they once obtained in Christ: they must submit to no slave- 
ry: they must be fettered by no bonds.“ * | | 
VII. Every thing pertaining to the perfect rule of a holy life, the Lord hath com. 
prehended in his law, so that there remains nothing for men to add to that summary. 
And he hath done this, first, that, since all rectitude of life consists in the confor- 
mity of all our actions to his will, as their standard, we might consider him as the 
sole master and director of our conduct; and secondly, to show that he requires of 
us nothing more than obedience. For this reason, James says, He that j 
his brother, judgeth the law; but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the 
law, but a judge. There is one law-giver, who is able to save and to destroy.“ 
We hear that God asserts this as his peculiar and exclusive prerogative ; to govern 
us by the empire and laws of his word. And the same sentiment had before been 
expressed by Isaiah, though in terms not quite so explicit: The Lord is our Judge, 
the Lord is our Law-giver, the Lord is our King, He will save us.” Both passages 
imply, that He who has authority over the soul, is the arbiter of life and death; and 
James even clearly expresses it. No man can assume this to himself. It fo 
therefore, that ought to be acknowledged as the only King of souls, who alone 
has power to save and to destroy; or, in the language ot saiah, as the King, Judge, 
Legislator, and Saviour. Wherefore, Peter, when he admonishes of their 
duty, exhorts them to feed the flock, not as being lords over 's heri „or 
the company of the faithful. If we duly consider this point, that it is not lawful 
— — which God appropriates to himself, we shall under- 
stand that this cuts off all the power which is clai by those who wish to exalt 
themselves to command any thing in the church, unsanctioned by the word of God.” T 
“With regard to the present argument, if stripping off all false disguises, we 
confine our attention to what ought to be our chief concern, and involves our high- 
eat interests, namely, what kind of a Church Christ requires, in order that we may 
conforin ourselves to its standard; it wilh, be sufficiently evident to us, that th 
name of the Church does not belong to those who overleap all the limits of t 
acting new laws, For, 9 
not that law, which was once ziven to the Church, remain forever in force? 
thing soever I command you, Ubserve to do it: thou shalt not add th 
minish from it.” And again; Add not thou unto his words, lest he rep 
and thou be found a liar.” Since they cannot den things to | 
spoken to the Church, do they not declare the rebellion Chusch, | 
retend that notwithstanding such prohibitions, it has dared to mingle add 
its own with the doctrine of God? Far be it from us, however, to cour 
their falsehoods, by which they do so great an injury to the Church; let u 
that the assumption of the name of the Church is a false pretense in all who # 
carried away by the violence of human presumption, as to all the res. 
traints of the word of God, and to introduce à torrent of their own inventions.” 
There is nothing involved, nothing intricate, ing ambiguous in these word 
by which the whole Church is forbidden to add any thing to the or to dim 
nish any thing from it, in ally Quooes relating to the worship of and his 
lutary precepts. But it will be alledged, that this was spoken exclusively of tl 
law which has been succeeded by the prophesies, and the whole dispensation of 
gospel. This, I certainly admit, and at the same time assert, that these were 
plishments of the law, rather than additions to it, or retrenchments of it. 
if the Lord suffered no enlargement or diminution of the ministry of Mc 
wi ing it was in SY 
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4 | 10 L051 ag declared that nothing ng was 80 highly offensive to him, as 
vorship him with the inventiong.of men. Hence those striking de- 


18 ir n the prophets which «ought to be continually sou in our ears: 
” ur fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brou > 
+ | of Egypt, concerning |burnt-offerings or — but 
f g commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and yo 


rr 


5 I be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you. 5 Agam, 
I * 4. Mk fathers, saying, Obey my voice.” There are many 

other similar but the most remarkable of all is the following : © Hath the 
d, says Sau t delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obey- 
5 ing ths voice of the nd ? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams. rebellion' is as the gin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 


ity of the Church, since it is impossi- 
to infer that the imputation of _=_ to 


rsons threatened that he 
vellous work among the people, 3 5 fear toward him was 

* d recepts of men, an rongunces that he is hater yok in vain' 
e commandments of men. But if —_ persons would /consider what it is to 

dale the word of God alone in matters of religion, that is, of heavenly wisdom, 
Lic immediately perceive it to be for no trivial reason that the Lord abomi- 
2 services, which are rendered to him according to the caprice of 

For though persons wy such laws for the worship of God, 

arance of humility ir obedience, yet they are very far 

85 e before God, to whom m th y prescribe the same laws which they 
3 hone dre This is the reason wh ml requires us to be 80 8 
© cautious against being deceived by the tradi of men, and will-worshtp, that is 
Voluntary worship, invented by men without the word of God. And so in eed it is, 
dat our own wisdom, and that of all other men, must becoms folly in our esteem, 
| chat we may allow God alone to be truly This is very far from being the 
Case those who study to render themselves acceptable to him by petty observ- 
ances of human contrivance, and er upon him, in opposition to his commands, a 
h itical obedience, which in reality is 1 to men. This was the conduet 
of men in former ages; the same by within our own remembrance, and 
still happens in thous places where t of the creature is more bo roy 
than that of the Creator; where 1 if religion it deserves to be called, is 
& polluted with more numerous and senseless superstitions than ever disgraced the 
pry of paganism. / For what could d from the minds of men, ut things 

, foolish, and ee of their authors ?” 


FALSE STANDARDS OCCASION FALSE ESTIMATES. 
ND, in their commercial dealings, green, defrauded by the use of false 
weights and measures. In the cpncbrns of religion, standards are used 
uing the characters and e of men. Here, as well as in commerce, 
be false standards by w eive, and be deceived. By 
Z a false standard, the people o * Ar overrate their own worth, and 
wa ue hate Avg of people of other sects:, It hence becomes a serious ques- 
ards are not in use t the present day? and whether these 
| much censorious j , as well as of self-deception ? 
2 vat —— Christians were divided into se  creeds or conſessions of faith have 
"been yet up as standards of character, or tests of moral worth. That many of these 
s have been false, may be obvious from the following considerations: 
In all the ereed- making sects, each sect has a ar of its own, which is 
bt Forent, and in some particulars, often directly opposite to that of another ect. 
Df there must be a false standard with one or the other, and perhaps with 
h of the two clashing sects. * | 
2 It is a known fact, that the creed of a Sect ma become so changed in a course 
of „chat what was once Senetogny al, is a | ed erroneous; stil 
t ect may retain its distinctive name. . . 
38. All party standards are 2 


4 


[fall s men for the language of the in 
thor of man's. -wisdom, are Prefer! 
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Sven and gold. Is there nothing in this, of too near an appre A : | 
and gelf-exaltation ? | {} "Th 2 TY % 
5. So far as articles of faith are made a test of character i he N. 
"they are the followin 
. That Jesus is the . the Son of the living God; 
That God raised him from the dead. 
4 A belief in the first of these articles, was the test of discipl 
try of Christ. After his crucifixion, a belief in his resurrection? 
to a belief that he was the Messiah. Hence a belief in the gee 
quired, as added by the apostles. Accordingly Paul, in stati 
said, That is the word of faith which we preach—that if 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thy heart that G 70 
the dead, thou shalt be saved.“ John, in stating the . * 0 5 
ospel, nid, “These things ars written, that y ye mi = e 
hrist, the Son of God, and that believing, ye might | 
To persuade Wende to believe the two articles which have, 
great object of the sermons recorded in the Acts of the 
1 take not, are the only articles of faith, a belief of which, i is 8] 
| Testament as necessary to the Christian character, or as conn 
tion, pardon, or eternal life. * 
A cordial belief in these articles naturally led to obedie! 
Christ, and these are the appointed standard or test of mo lc cha 
a belief in Jesus as the Messiah, appears to have given such satt 
tles, that, on such a profession, 3, 000 persons were admitted on Mnver 
on the day of pentecost, the very day on which their profession 
a disciple %f C en, meant to be a pupil or learner in h 8 47 
sion to this school, or the church of Christ, no articles of fl 
terms, but the two which have been mentioned; We are not 1 how 7 
that nothing was required of disciples but a belief in these articles 
instituted no other test of moral cter. As the followers 6 Je Jes 
persecuted people, to acknowledge him as the Messiah under su 
afforded much evidence of integrity of heart; and when a x 
fession, he implicitly professed a — to come under the g nde 4 
Christ were to be regarded by him as the rule o du and t 1 


' a willingness to conform to his precepts and exam Hence 0 
character. That this is a correct view of thegubject, may ap 


ing 
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, hall 
heaven, but he that doeth the 1oull of . — who is in 
g „Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings n 
* him to a wise man who built his house upon a — 
not bear his cross and come after me, cannot be my d 
that hath my commandments and keepeth them by it j h 
\ xiv. 21. „If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in n 
| © This is my. commandment, that ye love one another as Ih 
q Je are my friends, if ye do whatgcever I command 
know. that we know him, if we keep his — le 
him, and keepeth not his commandments, i is 4 th i. 
Besides these plain declarations, as to the 
e assured both by Christ and his 
— ed at the final.aggount, and that lisobec 
where shall we find in the bible the least n 
or acce r ctr 
test of Christian character? I know not ' 
tion, every hogeet.man will be aye to say ihs eume. 
Ader all we have done by means of the above * ASD to afford a cen 
8 itisfac Ty it of the FLY dc 0 reformation, some some, V Y 
n we have ot 
corruptions in doetrine, worship, 
Nee yet of the deficieny 
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e | A puld have required more time, talent and paper 4 we had 
ur d14 an they could appropriate to such a purpose, were the neces- 
0 mented in due form. But, who ever imagined, that in order 
don * a statement or refutation of all possible oof 
egting as necessary. We suppose no one ever thought 
at can be required as necessary to accomplish and secure the 
, we think we have precisely stateu; for what should it be, but 
[ all things to the divine standard of faith and practice. True, 
all understand it alike, our divisions, with their causes, might 
ed, or rather, had never existed. What then! shall the cause 
ndoned or postponed, till all understand and think alike about 
divine standard? If so, we presume it should never be at- 
> words and hrases of the holy scriptures, chosen by the re- 
telligible, and, of course, more liable to be misunderstood, than 
7 vention? Were they not sufficiently intelligible to the first 
C | dntly understood by their successors for ages, to answer the 
were ted. cu ? And, if so, why are they not so still? Have 
* and 80 are become obsolete —a dead letter? 
ears, e or they are heard to say so. But, how do these 
their verbiage is not as liable to be misunderstood as the 
wpostles? Or, that the people that adopt their phraseology, 
| eir religious views and notions, than they — be if they 
he tue holy scriptures? Did not the apostles mean to be un- 
Did mer Not use great plainness of speech? Were they not under the 
of the ho spirit? If, under this guidance, they labored to be under- 
Þ had better let it alone; for what can the man do that comes 


| >? Surely no better than that which has been already done. 

. ack again upon the original standard, as the only rational 

ume d, for putting a legitimate and happy end to our heinous 
Un | Mvision Adopting this, regulating ourselves by it, and conform- 
ing to it in w 3d. deod—apeakin as it speaks, and practising as it enjoins, we 
d 2 Modes more” exhibit and enjoy the christian religion as it was originally exhi- 
bitec neee The exhibition being made as formerly, not in the words which 
2m teaches, but which the Holy Spirit teaches, speaking spiritual things 

tual Words. yh hus will the enjoyment correspond with the testimony, being 
as. the belief or the divine tesumony of the infinite mercy, condescension, 
ve of G BY D in Christ, is calculated to inspire. Thus filled with 

>0USNE 5 y in the Holy Spirit, by the belief of the divine testi- 
12 which is the law of love, and the ordinances of 
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vith . Me las + of 

ospel wor 5 mii before us, as prescribed in the sacred page, we shall find our- 
es duly disp d and thoroughly furnished for all works. 

ache wh 2, wo appeal to every candid mind, that has one serious thonght 

hs of Christianity, is there any thing i in all this reformation, 

I wo kumbl) y plead, that should arouse the regentment and excite the uni- 

2 ths professing world? Is not the necessity of a religious refor- 

universall knowledged by the serious of all denominations ? ve appeal, 

to all concerned, what should be its character? Should it be divine or hu- 

Should it be the simple belief and obedience of the word and testimony of 

I, or of the opinions and dictates of men? You will, no doubt, say, of the for- 

der, and not of the latter. So say we; and so have we urged and runes for 

Wards of twenty years, as pears by the above documents. And yet, ge 

L all the seots are offended. An And why? We shall leave it to them to say; 

dave not yet, no not one of them, presented any relevant reason, why we 

d deaist from urging the indispensable duty, abeoluts necessity, and vast im- 

ice of the reformation for which we plead. They have not presented us with 

detection of one single error in our premises, though subjected to their i 
F< for the whole of the term above specified. We 8hall take leave of this — 
eat, and of the public for the present, by respectfully nx all concerned 
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1 tor any of them, will convince us gf inculeating a 0 
'T , thot we shall candidly relingy it, 155 ank . fort 
every. Also, that if they wil — OW 
Gp d the cause of a tera 0 1 od and 
"=, { mankind, ro ajalt Ga "Frog R —_.. 


